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Reason, God's most precious gift to man, if rightly used, could
never be at odds with Faith. Now he learned that truth is two-
fold, and all the great doctors of the Church, for all their love
and labor, had been unable to bridge the gulf separating Faith
from Reason. At Wittenberg an Augustinian monk, Professor D.
Martinus Luther, taught that "Reason is the Devil's harlot."
The proud and icy architecture of medieval philosophy had
fallen into ruins during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.
When humanists spoke of the "Dark Age" they had in mind
the decline of learning in those generations of the Black
Death, the Hundred Years War, the Schism of the Church,
famine, civil war, and the decline of the guilds. The colleges
were depopulated, and the professors merely aped the
subtleties of the great thirteenth-century thinkers. The great
teachers of the sixteenth century scored them. Erasmus wrote:
"They spend their time in questioning, dividing, distin-
guishing and defining. They divide the first part into three,
of which the first part again is split in four, and so on. ...
Vulcan's chains cannot bind them, they cut the link with a
distinction as with an axe. They will tell you through which
crack Sin crept in to corrupt man and how Christ formed in a
virgin's womb. . . . They will explain how God can be a
woman or an ass, can assume the substance of the Devil or of
a pumpkin, and if so, how such pumpkin can preach a ser-
mon, work miracles or be crucified." 2
It was a crisis of science, as deep as ours today, with philosophies
of doubt and despair reflecting a crisis of culture and society.
Eminent thinkers came to the conclusion that Reason could no
longer cope with the complex reality of life. Academic erudi-
tion and philosophy failed to relax the qualms of their con-
science.